daLeguarding Newsletter

Emojis aren’t just digital decoration — they’re often used as a coded language that young people use to
express identity, humour and emotion. Without context, they can easily be misunderstood by adults,
leading to confusion or missed signals. Some emojis may even mask risky behaviours or emotional struggles.

This guide helps decode this ever-evolving language, empowering parents and educators to have more
open, informed conversations with the children in their care. It also highlights the meaning of some
common emojis and offers practical tips for staying clued-in without snooping or suspicion.

What parenis/&EducatorsINeed tolknowlabout

mmmmmw Ml‘vm.mmmum g

adults struggle to For young p to how they communicate

mm-ﬁmm:alumwmwmwmm
understanding these symbols is key to engaging meaningfully with digital youth.

—

'GENERATIONAL 'MASKING DISTRESS
MISCOMMUNICATION OR HARM

MMIM‘MMQMMWMM MM:\—“"::’“MVWM’: .
(ﬂw might suggeet drug use, white  (wilted
fower smofl) coudd hint at emetional struggies. Swuch
9 usage can ebscure serious issues, making them
* harder for trusted adults te deteet.

" SHIELDING BULLYING \OR
NORMALISING RISKY ¥
OR PEER PRESSURE BEHAVIOURS ’

When n

exciusionary language can fly under the rador. Terms : Emaejls can make harméul actions seem light-hearted

like ‘eid’ or ‘dedul’ mary seem harmioss, but they can _ or fashionaile. strings like & ¥ % (fire + ‘weezy” face +

hm'mlmmhmm —M)mwrmmmmmm
— .

RAPIDLY SHIFTING MEANINGS @

W'MW(T;MW‘”
. Wt might now be :"'.w q ontirely
This leave adults
in the dark and yourg people winerobie to
isunderstanding or misuse.

N
Advice for Parents & Educators
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COMMON EMOJIS: POTENTIALLY CONCERNING EMOJIS
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